This study examines the media coverage of child abuse and child prevention whether the media promote this issue as a vital part of the public agenda. It depicts on a content analysis of news and programs of Ethiopian Television Police Program broadcasted from January 2009 to January 2012. News and programs are taken as samples for the content analysis. The data revealed that the majority of the news items and programs were not focused on children rights and abuses. It is found that the media failed to give more emphasis on the child abuse issues. The news items analyzed in this study were focus on limited themes related with child abuse and protection. This indicates that the news items or the media failed to play its part in placing the issue of child abuse and child protection on the public agenda. The media has the role of creating opportunity for broader discussion on the public agenda. Thus, it must be an instrument for the public to gain a better understanding of what child abuse means. The media should highlight children"s issues so that it can pressure policy makers and the public to uphold and respect children"s rights.
The important goal in content analysis is reliability and consistency of assessment across various coders to confirm uniform in the coding as well as analysis procedures. Two trained coders conducted the coding process. An in-depth explanation was given for the coder before coding. The contents to be analyzed were chosen based on explicit and constantly applied rules. A similar set of guideline was employed throughout the research process to which both the coders had to be abided. All the 119 news items and 42 programs were analyzed for the inter-coder reliability check. The inter-coder reliability check was performed using Holsti"s formula. The researcher moderated for some of the inconveniences and disagreement observed throughout the process. The problems were resolved by rigorously employing double coding mechanism. As a result, the researcher computed and come up with an overall inter-coder reliability coefficient of .97 (97.37%). Hence, this figure is more than required when compared with the standard used in most content analysis studies. "As a rule of thumb,
